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Ranks, Military Time, & the Phonetic Alphabet

Air Force Ranks

«

Senior Airman

Insignia + Title Pay Grade Abbreviation Description
Enlisted Airmen
(No Rank Insignia) E-1 AB None
Airman Basic
E-2 Amn Chevron of 1 stripe with
a star in the middle
Airman
E-3 Al1C Chevron of 2 stripes
with a star in the middle
Airman First Class
E-4 SrA Chevron of 3 stripes

with a star in the middle

Non-Commissioned Officers (NCO)

&

Master Sergeant

E-5 SSgt Chevron of 4 stripes

with a star in the middle
Staff Sergeant

E-6 TSgt Chevron of 5 stripes

with a star in the middle
Technical Sergeant
Senior Non-Commissioned Officers (SNCO)
E-7 MSgt Chevron of 6 stripes

with 1 stripe in the
inverted position above
the star in the middle




Air Force Ranks

Insignia + Title Pay Grade Abbreviation Description
E-8 SMSgt Chevron of 7 stripes
with 2 stripes in the
inverted position above
the star in the middle
Senior Master
Sergeant
CMSgt Chevron of 8 stripes
with 3 stripes in the
inverted position above
the star in the middle

Chief Master Sergeant

E-9 CMSAF Chevron of 8 stripes
with 3 stripes in the
inverted position above
the star in the middle
with a wreath around the
Chief Master Sergeant bottom and sides of the

of the Air Force star with the Great Seal
of the United States of
America and 2 stars in

the upper blue field
Company Grade Officers
0-1 2nd LT Gold Bar
Second Lieutenant
0-2 1st LT Silver Bar

First Lieutenant

0-3 Capt Two connected silver
bars

Captain

Field Grade Officers
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Air Force Ranks

%
sk

General of the Air
Force

Insignia + Title Pay Grade Abbreviation Description
0-4 Maj Gold Oak Leaf
Major
0-5 Lt Col Silver Oak Leaf
Lieutenant Colonel
0-6 Col Silver Eagle
Colonel
General Officers
* 0-7 Brig Gen One Silver Star
Brigadier General
\ ' 0-8 Maj Gen Two Silver Stars in a
DY
Major General
0-9 Lt Gen Three Silver Stars in a
Skokook ine
Lieutenant General
‘}( ‘J( ‘J{ "ﬁ( Gen Four Silver Stars in a
line
General
0-10 GAF Five Silver Stars in the

shape of a pentagon
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Air Force JROTC Ranks

Insignia + Title Pay Grade Abbreviation Description
Enlisted Airmen
No Rank Insignia El C/AB No Insignia Worn
g g
Cadet Airman Basic
E2 C/Amn Pointed Chevron of 1
hﬂ, stripe, with a torch in
the middle
Cadet Airman
- - E3 C/A1C Pointed Chevron of 2
stripes, with a torch in
=y - p
the middle
Cadet Airman First
Class
Ny ] E4 C/SrA Pointed Chevron of 3
&ﬂﬁ stripes, with a torch in
the middle
Cadet Senior Airman
Non-Commissioned Officers (NCO)
E5 C/SSgt Pointed Chevron of 4
\ ~ stripes, with a torch in
i el p
v the middle
Cadet Staff Sergeant
oy ] E6 C/TSgt Pointed Chevron of 5
h ﬁ stripes, with a torch in
v the middle
Cadet Technical
Sergeant
Senior Non-Commissioned Officers (SNCO)
— E7 C/MSgt Pointed Chevron of 6

[L4
1Y

Cadet Master Sergeant

/]
\\

§

stripes, with one stripe
inverted above the torch
in the middle
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Air Force JROTC Ranks

A

Insignia + Title Pay Grade Abbreviation Description
ES8 C/SMSgt Pointed Chevron of 7
ﬂ stripes, with two stripes
hﬂﬁ inverted above the torch
) - ; ;
V in the middle
Cadet Senior Master
Sergeant
E9 C/CMSgt Pointed Chevron of 8
ﬁ stripes, with three
‘ ‘ stripes inverted above
@ the torch in the middle
Cadet Chief Master
Sergeant
Officers
01 C/2nd LT Chevron of 1 inverted
@ stripe
Cadet Second
Lieutenant
02 C/1st LT Chevron of 2 inverted
@ stripes
Cadet First Lieutenant
03 C/Capt Chevron of 3 inverted
stripes
Cadet Captain
04 C/Maj Chevron of 1
double-wide inverted
stripe
Cadet Major
05 C/Lt Col Chevron of 2 inverted

stripes; 1 double-wide, 1
regular

TX-20081AFJROTC.COM



http://tx-20081afjrotc.com

Air Force JROTC Ranks

Insignia + Title Pay Grade Abbreviation Description
Cadet Lieutenant
Colonel
06 C/Col Chevron of 3 inverted
stripes; 1 double-wide, 2
regular
Cadet Colonel
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Phonetic Alphabet

Letter Pronunciation : Letter Pronunciation
A Alpha : N November
1
B Bravo 1 (0] Oscar
1
C Charlie : P Papa
D Delta : Q Quebec
E Echo : R Romeo
F Foxtrot : S Sierra
G Golf : T Tango
1
H Hotel 1 U Uniform
1
1
I India 1 \Y Victor
J Juliet . w Whiskey
K Kilo . X X - Ray
L Lima : Y Yankee
M Mike : Z ZUlu
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Military Time

e Commonly known as "military" time, and formally referred as Universal Military Time [UMT], the
24-hour clock is the normal method of indicating time when using your radio.

e Converting to military time is quick and easy with a little practice. Since the day is divided into
24-hours, references to "AM" or "PM" are no longer needed. Any number higher than 1200 equals a
PM time period.

e Another benefit of using military time is that time is always referred to in hundreds of hours. For
example, 0200 Hours is reported as "Zero Two Hundred Hours" and 1700 Hours is reported as
Seventeen Hundred Hours

Military Civilian : Military Civilian
0001 Hrs 12:01 AM E 1201 Hrs 12:01 PM
0100 Hrs 1:00 AM E 1300 Hrs 1:00 PM
0200 Hrs 2:00 AM : 1400 Hrs 2:00 PM
0300 Hrs 3:00 AM : 1500 Hrs 3:00 PM
0400 Hrs 4:00 AM : 1600 Hrs 4:00 PM
0500 Hrs 5:00 AM : 1700 Hrs 5:00 PM
0600 Hrs 6:00 AM E 1800 Hrs 6:00 PM
0700 Hrs 7:00 AM E 1900 Hrs 7:00 PM
0800 Hrs 8:00 AM : 2000 Hrs 8:00 PM
0900 Hrs 9:00 AM : 2100 Hrs 9:00 PM
1000 Hrs 10:00 AM : 2200 Hrs 10:00 PM
1100 Hrs 11:00 AM : 2300 Hrs 11:00 PM
1200 Hrs 12:00 AM E 2400 Hrs or 0000 Hrs 12 Midnight

e Some military people use terms similar to a form of "military shorthand" when referring to time. For
example, the term "Oh Dark Thirty" is not an actual time. But military people use the term to refer to
"sometime during the middle of the night" or "sometime very, very early in the morning."

e Sometimes a military person will refer to Zero Five Hundred [0500 Hours] as "Oh Five Hundred."
The 0500 is a number, not a letter, so the reference is technically incorrect. However, it's not an
uncommon reference.

e Official military time for mid-night is 0000 Hrs, but many people and reputable sources also use
2400 Hrs
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